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and .wrecked ships above sea-level. The criteria for depression are, buildings and 
streets beneath the sea, trees and peat under sea-level, drowned valleys, a lack of 
delta building, and drowned volcanic craters. 

The author fails to recognize the changes which take place along elevated and 
depressed shore-lines, thus leaving out the consideration of the time since elevation 
or depression. For example, he uses drowned valleys, but not the islands which 
must result from the same depression. These islands will in time become tied on 
to the nearest land with sandbars or tomboli. 

The causes of continental movements are considered and the hypothesis of Suess 
is discussed. Contact metamorphism is briefly summarized. F. P. G. 

Esto Perpetua : Algerian Studies and Impressions. By H. Belloc. 

London, Duckworth & Co. 8vo. 1906. 

This handsome little book, with its exquisite illustrations in the text, and with 
sketch maps of a quite indifferent character, can hardly be classed with geographi- 
cal literature. Of course, descriptions of landscape and of nature in general 
abound, but there is nothing sufficiently special to authorize its classification as a 
Contribution to the science. It reads as if written by the author for himself and 
a few intimate friends, rather than for the public. Barbary is the theme, its his- 
tory, cultural development, etc., but no period of the history of its inhabitants is 
dwelt upon in a satisfactory manner, and there are digressions that appear not 
only unnecessary but confusing. The author opens with a long and ornate dis- 
quisition on the Latin (lateen as emphasized) sail and its influence on the spread 
of the Arabs, and then jumps from site to site along the coast, dashes inland to 
Constantine, contemplates the Atlas and grazes the Sahara, all in a rambling, 
cursory manner, which presupposes too much from the uninformed and is not 
specific enough for him who knows of and takes an interest in the people and 
countries. Meditations too often take the place • of statements of interesting 
facts. The tone, however, is pleasing, free from conceit or national prejudice; 
what is said of people is given in a mild and eminently friendly manner, that 
sharply contrasts with the aggressive and harsh judgments too many travellers 
are wont to express. It is a book that can be sincerely Commended to the general 
reader, less for the information it Contains than for its amiable tone and modest 
character. A. F. B. 

The Republic of Colombia. By F. Loraine Petre. London, E. Stan- 
ford, 1906. (8s. 6d.) 

A very useful, singularly modest and impartial book, written by an English- 
man. One would hardly suspect it, so modest and "unBritannic" is the style, so 
fair the treatment other nations receive at the hands of the writer. Fair in almost 
every respect, Mr. Petre presents a good picture of lands and their inhabitants, 
his historical allusions are short and, with the exception of a few harsh sentences 
about Spanish conquest and early treatment of the aborigines, quite exact. The 
brother of Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada, Hernan Perez, indeed gave cause for 
very severe judgment. Otherwise, a better knowledge of the nature of the Indian 
and more discrimination as between military necessities and civil administration 
would place many deeds in a different light. It is time, also, for a revision of the 
life of Bolivar and the exalted opinion in which he is still held. Too much, en- 
tirely too much, credit is given to him. To call him always the "Wash- 
ington of South America" is not strictly complimentary to the memory of him who, 
with much more propriety and justice, is termed the "Father of our country." To 
cite but one instance: Washington was a remarkable military man. He was in 



